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Class Schedule 

45 Minutes 

Welcome Time (15 minutes) 

On the mat in the soft corner.  Time to settle 

in and enjoy free play. Music or singing.  

 

Bible Time and Lesson (20 minutes total) 

At the table 

 Bible Time:  

 Lesson: In today’s lesson let your 

conversation fully be about Jesus.  Talk 

about how good he is, that he listens to 

us and helps us.  Note how he was 

affectionate toward children and took 

them in his arms.   

(In preparation for class the teacher should 

read Mark 10:13-16).   

 Craft: (optional) Any craft depicting 

Jesus or Jesus and children together.  

 Snack: Water and any simple snack 

will do (raisins, crackers, vegetables or 

fruit).   

 

Closing (10 minutes) 

On the mat in the soft corner:  Quiet 

activities to settle down.   

Thinking that he was too busy, Jesus’ companions tried to keep children away from him.  But Jesus 

welcomed them and interacted with them.  He loved and accepted children.  Infants and toddlers 

can relate to the fact that Jesus wants relationship with them.  He wants to be their friend. 

Scripture:  Jesus said to them, “’Let the little children come to me. Don’t stop them’….Then Jesus took the 

children in his arms. He put his hands on them and blessed them.”  Mark 10:14a and 16 (ICB) 

 

Jesus is My Friend 
 

Lesson 6: 

Appreciating the comfort, love and affection 

found in a relationship with Jesus. 

Teaching Items to Collect 

(Some are in the Theme Boxes) 

 Picture books or other 

illustrations depicting the 

scenes of Jesus and children 

together.  Choose realistic ones 

if possible. 

 Doll family to role-play family 

affection and friendship. 

 A large mirror and a cloth or 

paper to cover it.  The teacher 

will cover the mirror and say 

“Who does Jesus love?” before 

uncovering it say, “Jesus loves 

______!”  This is sort of like 

peek-a-boo. 

 Puppets of little children.  

Your students will hold these 

while you sing “Jesus Loves 

the Little Children of the 

World”. 

Photo above by YouaremyWonderwall via Flickr.  Creative Commons  https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/2.0/ 

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/2.0/
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1. Welcome Time 

(15 minutes)  On the mat in the soft corner 

Time to settle in and enjoy free play. 

Focus conversation on Jesus.  Use this 

time to make your own personal 

declaration to the children.  Share your 

heart in words they can understand.  “I 

am so happy Jesus is my friend.”  “Jesus 

loves me.” “Let’s clap for Jesus!” 

 Dolls 

 Bubbles/toys/picture books 

 Welcome each by name 

 Bell to indicate class is about to start 

3. Bible Lesson 

(15 minutes) At the table 

 Display a book or a large illustration of Jesus 

interacting with children.  Talk about what is 

happening.  Note relatable specifics in the 

pictures (Children sitting in his lap.  Smiling.  

Jesus giving big hugs.  Praying.) 

 If applicable, mimic what is happening in the 

picture by hugging the children or shaking 

their hands.  Jesus expressed love to children 

through touch so make a point to do that 

today. 

 In turn, encourage the children to express 

love.  Bring out soft stuffed toys and guide 

the children in giving them cuddles. 

 Cover a mirror and then hold it in front of 

your face so that the children can see both 

your face and the mirror.  Say, “Who does 

Jesus love?” before uncovering it saying 

“Jesus loves ME!”  Now that they understand 

what is happening, repeat this version of 

‘peek-a-boo’ for each child.  Each time you 

reveal be sure and say their name “Jesus 

loves ______!”. 

 Sing “Jesus Loves the Little Children” while 

the infants and toddlers hold puppets 

depicting children of the world.   

 Sing “Jesus Loves Me”.  Dramatize it a little 

by “hugging yourself” when you sing. 

 Craft (optional):  Any craft depicting Jesus.  

One idea is to stick heart stickers on a picture 

of Jesus. 

 Prayer: Fold hands and close eyes to pray. 

 Snack:  Any healthy snack. 

4. Closing 

(10 minutes) On the mat in the soft corner.  Quiet 

activities to settle down 

 Cuddle the baby dolls and put them to bed. 

 Guide children to “teach” the dolls by 

saying, “Jesus loves you.  He is your friend.” 

2. Bible Time 

When you move to the table spend the 

first 5 minutes in routines that you 

repeat each week.  

 Hide pictures or stickers of Jesus in 

bibles.  Take time to talk about Jesus 

as our friend. 

 “Read”- Jesus loves _____.  Fill the 

blank with the child’s name and/or 

members of his/her family. 

Vocabulary: 
 Jesus 

 Friend 

 Love 

 

Sensory: 
 Hugs 

 Handshakes 

 Clapping Hands 

 Grasping and holding 

a puppet 

 Soft fur of stuffed 

animals 
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Suggested Songs for this Lesson: 
Note: Infants and toddlers enjoy the rhythm and melody of song but they are not critics of the 

teacher’s abilities!  It’s fine if you sing the same tune every time, make up your own tune or even 

just say the words in a poetic or fun way.  Just have fun with it and put the children’s needs above 

your own shyness. 

 

 

Jesus is My Best Friend 

My best friend.  Jesus is my best friend. 

Jesus is my best friend.  I am not alone. 

No, I am not alone. 

My best friend.  Jesus is my best friend. 

Jesus is my best friend.  I am not alone. 

This song has many other verses.  To keep it 

simple for shorter attention spans just sing this 

first part.   

 

 

Jesus is My Best Friend 

Jesus is my best friend. 

My best friend.  My best friend. 

Jesus is my best friend. 

He’s always there for me. 

To keep it simple for shorter attention spans just 

sing this first part.   

Tune: You can listen to the tune on 

https://youtu.be/tER4Jx6LyZk "My Best 

Friend" by Little Praise Party 

Action: Sing as you talk about Jesus, when the 

children “read” the Bible or when you show 

pictures. 

 

 

 

Jesus Loves Me 

Jesus loves me this I know. 

For the Bible tells me so. 

Little ones to him belong.   

They are weak but He is strong. 

Yes, Jesus loves me (repeat 3 times) 

The Bible tells me so. 

Tune: Traditional 

Action: Sing while children are looking through 

their Bibles.  A picture sticker of Jesus inside the 

front cover gives children a fun thing to look for in 

their Bibles.  It also gives them an opportunity to 

say the name of Jesus. 

 

 

Jesus Loves the Little Children 

Jesus loves the little children, 

All the children of the world. 

Red, brown, yellow, black and white 

They are precious in his sight. 

Jesus loves the little children of the world. 

Tune:  Traditional 

Action:  Guide children in holding the children 

puppets while you sing this song.   

(Instructions for puppets on following pages) 

 

And Jesus said, …”I have called you friends, for all that I have heard from my 

Father I have made known to you.”.   

John 15:15, English Standard Version (ESV) 

https://youtu.be/tER4Jx6LyZk
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Items to Use to Teach this Lesson 
 

 
 

 

Illustrations depicting Jesus alone and Jesus 

with children.  Try to keep these realistic and 

not cartoon pictures.  Large pictures are 

better than small pictures. 

A mirror that is large enough for the children 

to see themselves clearly.  You’ll also need a 

cloth (preferably) or large paper to cover the 

mirror with. 

 

 

Puppets to use while singing “Jesus Loves 

the Little Children” 

“Huggable” stuffed animals to practice 

giving hugs. 

 

 

 

 

 

Doll family for role-playing affection, prayer, 

etc. 
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Picture Cards for Singing “Jesus Loves the Children” 
 

Choose one of these methods to prepare the cards: 

 Print the faces below.  Cut them out and laminate if possible.   

Mount them on craft sticks or on the backs of plastic spoons using  

rolled up tape to attach. 

 Use a waterproof marker (like a Sharpie) to draw faces 

on plastic spoons 

 Simply lay the pictures on the table so that the 

children can examine them as you sing. 

 

What to do: Children hold the puppets as you sing. 

 

Jesus Loves the Little Children 

Jesus loves the little children, 

All the children of the world. 

Red, brown, yellow, black and white, 

They are precious in his sight. 

Jesus loves the little children of the world. 

(Traditional tune) 
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