
Lesson Title: 
The Bronze Snake on a Pole 

Scripture References: 
Numbers 21:4-9 

Age Group: 
Best suited for 3-5 year olds 

Emphasis/Theme: 
Being thankful instead of whining or complaining. 

Welcome and Pre-class Activity as Children Arrive:   
I had play-dough ready so that the children and I practiced making "snakes" when 
they first arrived. We set them aside as we began class.  Here's a link to a few dough 
recipes. http://teachnet.com/lessonplans/art/play-dough-options-do-it-yourself-
recipes-for-kids    

I had a 2-year-old in class so I began the class with a few "Cradle Roll" type 
welcomes when everyone arrived.  The older children still enjoyed this.  We began 
by taking turns ringing a bell and then acting out waking up and getting ready for 
class.  One by one I had them look in a mirror as I sang to them about God loving 
them and making them special.  You could sing "Jesus Loves Me". 

I was short on time but usually I would sing a few other songs at this time. 

Introducing the Story or the Emphasis: 
My welcome and pre-class activity (making snakes) was my introduction to the 
story so I just pointed out the snakes that we had just made and said that we were 
going to learn about something in the Bible about snakes.   

Telling the Story: 
I told the story using stand-up figures of Moses and the people and a chenille wire 
"snake".  

To make the stand-up figures I found a picture of Moses and copied it onto thick 
card and cut it out.  I did the same with a picture of a group of people.  I just used 
rolled up tape and attached each picture to upturned plastic cups so that they 
would 'stand up'.   

I then told the story in a simple way with much drama (especially the whining of 
the people and ouches when the snakes bit the people). 

Outline: 

1. Moses saying how much he liked the manna-bread and quail-that-tastes-like-
chicken-nuggets that God gave him every day.  And the water that God provided 
was so nice.  He says a prayer to say "thank-you" to God. 
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2. Enter the "people" who were complaining and whining about each of the same 
things (same food every day, I want McDonalds hamburgers instead, I want lollies, 
I don't like the things God gave us). 

3. Snakes come and bite the people.  (I kind of side-tracked on all the places on the 
body the snakes might bite them: nose, ear, big toe).   

4. The people ask Moses for help and he, in turn, asks God for help). 

5. God told Moses to make a pole and with a fake snake on it.   

6. People look at the snake and God makes the snake-bites all better. 

7. The people thank God for making them well and for all of the things he gave 
them. 

Application: 
I wrote "thank you" on the middle of a blank piece of paper.  The children then 
drew things they were thankful to God for.  My adult helpers and I added simple 
pictures to the children's papers as we chatted about what we were all thankful for.  
We added houses, flowers, the sun, stick figures of parents, etc. 

Review:  
I wrote "Numbers 21:4-9" on a craft stick and then helped the children wrap 
chenille wire around the pole.  We then acted out the part of the story again where 
the people were healed and said thank you. 

Closing:  
We closed with a prayer.  The children repeated after me as I led them in prayer 
thanking God for things he has given us (toys, house, parents, etc.) 

I also handed out candy snakes as the children left. 

Additional: 
When the children are getting a bit restless I usually stop and ask all of the children 
to come to the corner of the room and sit on the mat I have set up beforehand.  I 
have a basket of bibles that I pass out.  We "read" some things in the Bible and sing 
B-I-B-L-E.  Sometimes I have bible stickers.  Often we use this time to pray.  Then 
we go back to the table and continue. 

Teacher Preparation Material is at http://missionbibleclass.org/old-testament-
stories/conquering-the-land/bronze-snake-on-a-pole/  

Teacher's Preparation List: 
Gather craft sticks, chenille wire, Sharpie Marker to write on the craft stick, play-
dough, paper to write “I am thankful” on.  Make stand-up figures. 
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