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2. The church in Jerusalem grew bigger and bigger every day.  People heard about Jesus and then told other people.  Soon 
hundreds and hundreds and even thousands of people decided to follow Jesus and were baptised.
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3. The Apostles were very busy praying, preaching and teaching every day.  They wanted everyone to know about Jesus!

But they were also very busy helping people.  Christians brought money to the Apostles and the Apostles, in turn, would buy 
food and give it out to those who were hungry.  This was very important because some people did not have any family to take 
care of them.  One group of people who didn’t have family were the widows.  A widow is a woman whose husband has died.  
The Apostles gave food to the widows to help them.
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4. But there was a problem.  The Apostles were so busy that sometimes they couldn’t get to everyone.  Some widows were 
missing out and going hungry.  The Jews that had traveled from far away said, “The widows in our group are not getting 
enough food!  The other widows are getting the food first.”

Many people were unhappy so the Apostles gathered everyone together.  They said, “We don’t want anyone to miss out on 
the food.  But it takes a lot of time to buy the food and pass it out to everyone.  If we spend all of our time passing out food
then we won’t have enough time to pray and to teach about Jesus.  It would not be right to stop teaching about Jesus.”
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5. “We have an idea.  We Apostles will stop distributing food and spend our time praying, preaching and teaching.  We want 
everyone to choose seven other men to be in charge of passing out the food.  Make sure these men are faithful to God and 
the Spirit.  Choose men who are wise because it will be their job to make sure everything is fair and that none of the widows
misses out.”
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6. Everyone thought this was a really good idea so they chose seven men: Stephen, Philip, Procorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas
and Nicolas.  The Apostles prayed for these men and they began their work.
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7. From then on the widows and everyone else received their fair share of food and the Apostles taught even more people 
about Jesus.  Now that everyone was sharing in the work, the church grew bigger and bigger every day.
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8. What jobs do people do in your church?  Are there elders and preachers?  Are there deacons or men and women who serve 
the church in special ways?  What ways do you help the church?
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2. The church in Jerusalem grew bigger and bigger every day.  
People heard about Jesus and then told other people.  Soon 
hundreds and hundreds and even thousands of people decided 
to follow Jesus and were baptised.

3. The Apostles were very busy praying, preaching and teaching 
every day.  They wanted everyone to know about Jesus!

But they were also very busy helping people.  Christians 
brought money to the Apostles and the Apostles, in turn, would 
buy food and give it out to those who were hungry.  This was 
very important because some people did not have any family to 
take care of them.  One group of people who didn’t have family 
were the widows.  A widow is a woman whose husband has 
died.  The Apostles gave food to the widows to help them.

4. But there was a problem.  The Apostles were so busy that 
sometimes they couldn’t get to everyone.  Some widows were 
missing out and going hungry.  The Jews that had traveled from 
far away said, “The widows in our group are not getting enough 
food!  The other widows are getting the food first.”

Many people were unhappy so the Apostles gathered everyone 
together.  They said, “We don’t want anyone to miss out on the 
food.  But it takes a lot of time to buy the food and pass it out to 
everyone.  If we spend all of our time passing out food then we 
won’t have enough time to pray and to teach about Jesus.  It 
would not be right to stop teaching about Jesus.”  
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5. “We have an idea.  We Apostles will stop distributing 
food and spend our time praying, preaching and 
teaching.  We want everyone to choose seven other men 
to be in charge of passing out the food.  Make sure these 
men are faithful to God and the Spirit.  Choose men who 
are wise because it will be their job to make sure 
everything is fair and that none of the widows misses 
out.”

6. Everyone thought this was a really good idea so they 
chose seven men: Stephen, Philip, Procorus, Nicanor, 
Timon, Parmenas and Nicolas.  The Apostles prayed for 
these men and they began their work.

7. From then on the widows and everyone else received 
their fair share of food and the Apostles taught even 
more people about Jesus.  Now that everyone was 
sharing in the work, the church grew bigger and bigger 
every day.

8. What jobs do people do in your church?  Are there 
elders and preachers?  Are there deacons or men and 
women who serve the church in special ways?  What 
ways do you help the church?
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