
(Even after being flogged, chained and imprisoned Paul and Silas are 
able to sing songs of praise to God.  When God causes an 

earthquake to open all the doors in a prison the jailer knows he is in 
trouble.  But Paul and Silas assure him the prisoners have not 

escaped and then teach him about Jesus.)

Acts 16:16-40
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A Jailer
Becomes a Christian



Paul was a missionary.  He and his 
friends (Silas, Timothy and Luke) 
travelled to many places teaching 
people about Jesus.  When they 
were in the city of Philippi they 
liked to go to a quiet place by a 
river where people were praying.  
People there wanted to know 
more and more.
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As they were leaving the city to go to the 
river a young slave girl began shouting,
“These men are servants of the Most 
High God, who are telling you the way to 
be saved.”  Even though that sounded like 
a good thing she kept following after 
them and yelling the same thing over and 
over.  Soon no one could hear Paul and 
his friends talking about Jesus because 
the slave girl was interrupting them with 
her shouting.
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Paul became annoyed but he knew the 
slave girl was not acting like she would 
normally act.  An evil spirit was causing 
her to act this way.  So he turned around 
and said to the spirit, “In the name of 
Jesus Christ I command you to come out 
of her!” At that moment the spirit left her
and she was herself again.
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The girl must have been 
happy but she was not 
free to go home.  She was 
a slave.  To be a slave is 
like having a boss and 
doing whatever the boss 
wants you to do all of the 
time but never being paid.  
But instead of a boss this 
person is called an owner.  

When the evil spirit lived in the girl people would pay the 
owners money so they could come and listen to the girl tell 
them what would happen in their future.  The slave girl had to 
do what her owners said even when she was tired or sick.



The slave girl’s owners were very angry that Paul 
made the evil spirit leave the girl.  Without the evil 
spirit living in her she could not tell people’s 
futures.  If she could not tell the future then no one 
would pay them money.

The girl’s owners grabbed Paul and Silas and drug 
them to the market place in the middle of the city.  
Magistrates are like judges in a court so the owners 
started telling lies and complaining to the 
magistrates.  The magistrates did not want any 
trouble so they made a decision to put Paul and 
Silas in prison without even having a fair court trial 
first.
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The magistrates ordered Paul and 
Silas beaten and then they told 
the jailer (the man in charge of 
the prison) to guard them very 
carefully.  
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To make sure they did not escape the jailer had 
stocks put around Paul and Silas’ feet before putting 
them in a prison cell in the middle of the prison.  
Then he locked the door.

Paul and Silas must have been hurting from the 
beating and the prison must have been dark and 
scary.  But they did not give up.  In fact, in the 
middle of the night the other prisoners were 
surprised to hear singing and praying coming from 
the middle of the prison.  Even though all of these 
terrible things were happening Paul and Silas still 
trusted God and were glad that they were 
Christians.
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While Paul and Silas were singing 
hymns something amazing 
happened.  A huge earthquake 
shook the entire prison.  After the 
earthquake the chains fell off all 
of the prisoners and the cell doors 
flew open.
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The jailer rushed into the prison and 
saw that all of the doors were open.  
He thought all of the prisoners had 
escaped and knew he would be in big 
trouble.  He was so sure of this that 
he took out his sword and started to 
kill himself. 

But Paul shouted at him to stop.  
None of the prisoners had escaped.
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The jailer knew that Paul had 
saved his life.  He took Paul and 
Silas to his house so that Paul 
could tell him and his family about 
Jesus.  The jailer decided he 
wanted to follow Jesus. He did not 
want to wait so he took care of 
Paul and Silas’ wounds and then 
went immediately to be baptised.
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After they saw the jailer being 
baptised everyone in his 
household wanted to be baptised 
as well.  Even though it had been 
a terrible night the jailer rejoiced 
because he and his household 
now believed in God and Jesus. 
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The next day the magistrates decided to 
let Paul and Silas out of prison.  Paul 
reminded them that it was against the 
Roman law for them to put a Roman 
citizen in prison without a trial.  They did 
not want to get in trouble so they treated 
Paul and Silas very nicely.  Paul and Silas 
visited with the other Christians in 
Philippi and then left the city to go and 
tell other people about Jesus.
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Teacher Notes Page 1

Cover: A Jailer Becomes a Christian
(Even after being flogged, chained and imprisoned Paul and 
Silas are able to sing songs of praise to God.  When God 
causes an earthquake to open all the doors in a prison the 
jailer knows he is in trouble.  But Paul and Silas assure him 
the prisoners have not escaped and then teach him about 
Jesus.)  Acts 16:16-40

2.  Paul was a missionary.  He and his friends (Silas, Timothy 
and Luke) travelled to many places teaching people about 
Jesus.  When they were in the city of Philippi they liked to go 
to a quiet place by a river where people were praying.  
People there wanted to know more and more.

3.  As they were leaving the city to go to the river a young 
slave girl began shouting, “These men are servants of the 
Most High God, who are telling you the way to be saved.”  
Even though that sounded like a good thing she kept 
following after them and yelling the same thing over and 
over.  Soon no one could hear Paul and his friends talking 
about Jesus because the slave girl was interrupting them 
with her shouting.

4.  Paul became annoyed but he knew the slave girl was not 
acting like she would normally act.  An evil spirit was causing 
her to act this way.  So he turned around and said to the 
spirit, “In the name of Jesus Christ I command you to come 
out of her!” At that moment the spirit left her and she was 
herself again. 
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5.  The girl must have been happy but she was not free to go 
home.  She was a slave.  To be a slave is like having a boss 
and doing whatever he or she wants you to do all of the time 
but never being paid.  But instead of a boss this person is 
called an owner.  

When the evil spirit lived in the girl people would pay the 
owners money so they could come and listen to the girl tell 
them what would happen in their future.  The slave girl had 
to do what her owners said even when she was tired or sick.

6.  The slave girl’s owners were very angry that Paul made 
the evil spirit leave the girl.  Without the evil spirit living in 
her she could not tell people’s futures.  If she could not tell 
the future then no one would pay them money.

The girl’s owners grabbed Paul and Silas and drug them to 
the market place in the middle of the city.  Magistrates are 
like judges in a court so the owners started telling lies and 
complaining to the magistrates.  The magistrates did not 
want any trouble so they made a decision to put Paul and 
Silas in prison without even having a fair court trial first.

7.  The magistrates ordered Paul and Silas beaten and then 
they told the jailer (the man in charge of the prison) to guard 
them very carefully.  

8.  To make sure they did not escape the jailer had stocks put 
around Paul and Silas’ feet before putting them in a prison 
cell in the middle of the prison.  Then he locked the door.

Paul and Silas must have been hurting from the beating and 
the prison must have been dark and scary.  But they did not 
give up.  In fact, in the middle of the night the other 
prisoners were surprised to hear singing and praying coming 
from the middle of the prison.  Even though all of these 
terrible things were happening Paul and Silas still trusted 
God and were glad that they were Christians.
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9.  While Paul and Silas were singing hymns something 
amazing happened.  A huge earthquake shook the entire 
prison.  After the earthquake the chains fell off all of the 
prisoners and the cell doors flew open.

10.  The jailer rushed into the prison and saw that all of the 
doors were open.  He thought all of the prisoners had 
escaped and knew he would be in big trouble.  He was so 
sure of this that he took out his sword and started to kill 
himself. 

But Paul shouted at him to stop.  None of the prisoners had 
escaped.

11.  The jailer knew that Paul had saved his life.  He took Paul 
and Silas to his house so that Paul could tell him and his 
family about Jesus.  The jailer decided he wanted to follow 
Jesus. He did not want to wait so he took care of Paul and 
Silas’ wounds and then went immediately to be baptised.

12.  After they saw the jailer being baptised everyone in his 
household wanted to be baptised as well.  Even though it 
had been a terrible night the jailer rejoiced because he and 
his household now believed in God and Jesus. 

13.  The next day the magistrates decided to let Paul and 
Silas out of prison.  Paul reminded them that it was against 
the Roman law for them to put a Roman citizen in prison 
without a trial.  They did not want to get in trouble so they 
treated Paul and Silas very nicely.  Paul and Silas visited with 
the other Christians in Philippi and then left the city to go 
and tell other people about Jesus.

14.  Years after leaving Philippi Paul will write a letter to the 
church there.  In your Bible this letter is called the Book of 
Philippians.  One of the things Paul wrote in the letter was 
this: “Rejoice in the Lord always.  I will say it again: Rejoice!”
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